EXPLORING CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS
THROUGH COOPERATIVE LEARNING

Thom Ronk
<thomronk@mac.co>

Thom Ronk, a Seni or English Language Fellow, has nore than 15 years experience
in education. He holds a Master’s in TESOL from Tenple University. In addition
to teaching, Thomis a witer. In collaboration with Sinon & Schuster and
Newsweek, he was the primary witer of “Essay Witing Step-by-Step” (2003).

This workshop will focus on | earning cooperative |learning strategies
by using the content of the types of questions we ask as teachers to
encourage and pronote critical thinking, as well as helping the
students realize the inportance of questions, too, in order to pass
the baton from us (the teachers) to them (the students). The
wor kshop will serve a dual purpose: hel ping teachers understand the
i nportance of cooperative learning and how to incorporate team work
in every class as well as showi ng how content (in this case Critical
Thi nki ng Questions) drives the various types of cooperative |earning
structures, like jigsaw or fan-n-pick, we choose to use in our
classes. The ultimate goal is helping the students nove toward
beconi ng aut ononous | ear ners.




